
When VE Day dawns on 8th May 2025 it will be 80 years since the guns fell silent at the end of
the war in Europe. Years of carnage and destruction had come to an end and millions of
people took to the streets and pubs to celebrate peace, mourn their loved ones and to hope
for the future, but not forgetting those still in conflict until 15th August when it was announced
that Japan had surrendered unconditionally to the Allies, effectively ending World War II.

The 80th anniversary will provide our nation, and our friends around the world, with an
opportunity to reflect on the enormous sacrifice, courage and determination of people from
all walks of life who saw us through this dark and terrifying period.  It will be an opportunity
for us all to remember the enormous sacrifices that were made at home and abroad and to
joyously celebrate as people did 80 years ago, the arrival of peace in Europe.

This pack is full of ideas that will help you to all celebrate in your own ways across our
beautiful Island.

Find more information here: 
https://ve-vjday80.gov.uk/ve-day/
https://ve80.com/
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Culture Vannin have produced a series of ten amazing videos on different aspects of the
Second World War. The final video of the series is all about peace in the Isle of Man.

The videos are excellent and are available to view at: https://vimeo.com/album/3723244  

They cover the following aspects of Island life during the war:
Part 1: The Outbreak of War
Part 2: Defending the Island 
Part 3: Conscription 
Part 4: The Steam Packet Boats 
Part 5: Rationing 
Part 6: Keeping the Island safe
Part 7: Bride Radar Station
Part 8: Air Crashes of the Second World War 
Part 9: Bombs in the Island
Part 10: Peace
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An advert from the 1945 Manx papers encouraging you to buy your flags
and bunting as soon as possible incase the shops run out!
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Isle of Man Times, Saturday 12 May 1945, p.4
ISLAND CELEBRATES VE-DAY.
Happy Crowds Throng Streets

The Prime Minister's VE-Day broadcast on Tuesday and the sounding of the last "All Clear," with which
was mingled the notes of ships' sirens and the pealing of church bells, was the signal for a spontaneous
expression of jubilation in Douglas and the other towns and districts.

In the Island's capital, crowds thronged the streets till after midnight—happy, jostling crowds, in which
there was a predominance of young people in the Services, bent on letting the world see what VE-Day
meant to them, the great step towards that coming last victory which will free the world from the dread
of domination by the aggressor Powers, of whom only Japan is left. 

Naval ratings from the Island's training establishments were "Jolly Jacks" indeed, and hundreds of them
thronged Strand Street. For once they were certainly not the "Silent Service," and their noise, the glad
noise of victory, had to be heard to be believed. But it was good to hear and to see. Their Army
comrades were fewer in number, but lacked nothing in the joyful expression of their feelings on this
day of days.
One of the star turns was a crowd of about a hundred sailors and soldiers led by a piano-accordeon
player and a "drum major" with Army greatcoat worn back to front and a peaked cap also back to front.
Their boisterous merry-making was infectious and caught the imagination of the crowds who saw
them.
One of the biggest bonfires was in front of Noble's Hall, and there were others on the foreshore. A
surprising number of fireworks, including rockets, had been provided by the shopkeepers, some of
whom had a good stock in from 1939, and the cracks and bangs were "noises off" in the boisterous
scene.
Douglas was gaily beflagged, Strand Street and Victoria Street being real pictures, while the Town Hall
was also decorated, and the Promenade, with its flags and bunting, presented quite a peace-time
spectacle, minus the fairy lights.
Chester Street, in one of the poorest quarters of the town, also had a brave show, and here the
mothers had combined to give the children a real "victory" spread. They had baked cakes and made
jellies, and the youngsters, most of them with fathers serving, had a fine party out in the street under
the flags, and with the table decorated with the victory colours. Chester Street certainly rose to the
occasion. But the town as a whole put up a fine show with flags and bunting: buses and all kinds of
vehicles were also decorated, and no one who walked through its streets could doubt that the spirit of
victory was abroad.
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Isle of Man Times, Saturday 12 May 1945, p.4
VICTORY PARADE ON SUNDAY.
2 000 in Great March Past.

The culmination of the VE celebrations in the Island will be the great victory parade on Sunday
afternoon, in which 2,000 people will take part. They will march off at 2-20p.m., the Services part of the
parade starting from the assembly point on the north side of the Arcade Buildings.

Headed by a band of 70 from the Royal Naval School of Music, the Services will march round the
Arcade and go along to Walpole Avenue, the parade of the civilian service moving off from the Car Park
in time to carry on behind the last of the Services.

His Excellency will take the salute at a point opposite the War Memorial about 2-30 p.m., and the
Services band will dispense musical selections from 2 p.m. His Excellency will have a guard of honour
from H.M.S. St. George, and the ship's bugle band will also be in attendance.

The officer in charge of the parade is Lieut-Commander F. W Bethell, R. N., of H.M.S. St. George, and
following the band there will be 230 men from H.M.S. Valkyrie, 500 from H.M.S. St. George, and 100
from H.M.S. Urley, and there will be representatives of other naval ships' crews, personnel of the Royal
Naval School of Music, Wrens, Army units including 166 O.C.T.U., Royal Corps of Signals, P.O.W. camp
guards, A.T.S., R.A.F., Home Guard, Army-Cadet Force, Air Training Corps, Sea Cadets, and all the
various civilian services connected with the Island's war effort.

The Bishop will preach at this service, which will be held in the Villa gardens if the weather is fine, but, if
wet it will be in the hall. A number of the public will be admitted, all the civilian personnel in the parade
and representatives of the Services. The Mayor and Town Council will attend, as they will at the official
service in St. George's Church in the morning conducted by the Ven. Archdeacon Stockwood, at which
the Bishop will also preach. Members of the Legislature will be there, and His Excellency the
Lieutenant-Governor and Lady Granville will attend these services.

He Sounded the "All Clear."
The honour of sounding the sirens in the Isle of Man for the last time fell to Police-Sergt. Jack Lace. 
It was Jack, therefore, who told Manxland the war was over.
Sergt. Lace is himself an ex-service man of the last war; he served with one of the Manx Service
Companies. He joined the Police Service afterwards. He is an exceedingly popular and efficient officer.
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Isle of Man Examiner Friday 11 May 1945 p.8 
V.E. DAY IN CHILDREN'S HOMES 
V.E. Day was appropriately observed by the children in the Isle of Man Homes at Castletown. In the
evening there was a short service conducted by the Master (Mr. W. J. Brookfield), and the children gave
rousing cheers for Their Majesties and the Premier. Later the youngsters darkened their faces in
"commando" style, waved flags, and banged drums and had a good time. Sports followed in the
afternoon with cash prizes given by the chairman (Mr. Chas. Gill, M.L.C.) and Mrs. Gill, who visited Lorne
House and also entertained the children to a special tea with ice cream! In the evening Mr. Hall,
manager of the Cosy Cinema, invited all the children to a free film show, which was greatly enjoyed.

Isle of Man Examiner Friday 11 May 1945, p.3
V-E DAY IN DOUGLAS 
Tuesday was truly a day for great rejoicing in the Isle of Man. It was the day when Victory in Europe was
officially proclaimed by the broadcast of the Prime Minister—V.E. Day. 

Following Mr. Churchill's historic announcement of the unconditional surrender of the whole of the
German forces—land, sea, and air - there was pandemonium for a little while in Douglas when the
sounding of the last "All Clear" from the sirens vied with the blare of ships' sirens and the pealing of
church bells heralding the glad tidings and calling people to services of thanksgiving. The Mayor of
Douglas and members of the Town Council attended St. Thomas' Church. Following the announcement
of capitulation the Services were early astir in the town. 

Naval men were in great force and provided great fun with their antics, and the Army paraded with
greatcoats and caps back to front, complete with accordion and drums. 

Long queues formed for ice cream, the making of which had just been permitted by revokation of the
control order, and there were crowds at shops which happened to have stocks of fireworks. 

It was sheer bedlam going through Strand Street during the evening, with fireworks popping off all over
the place. Many of the hotels, seeing the way things were going, decided to close down about 8-30 p.m.
A wise decision!  

There was great merriment in many of the streets. In Hillside Avenue and Hillside Terrace, for instance,
children and grown ups danced to a barrel organ, and games followed, prizes being provided by
neighbours.
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Royal visit
Did you know there was also a Royal visit to the Isle of Man in 1945?  Which was the first Royal visit the
King and Queen had taken out side of Great Britain since the war had begun. They came to the Isle of
Man on July 4th 1945 for a three day visit.
Here are some pictures of our Manx Women's Land Army with the Queen on Tynwald Day 1945.
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