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The Sea Invocation
Collected by Mona Douglas from 
Mrs Shimmin of Foxdale
Geay jeh’n aer, ta my ghraih er y cheayn,
Ho ro y ree y ro, Ho ro y ree y ro,
Jean yn earish kiune as meein,
Ho ro y ree y ro, Ho ro y ree y ro.
Shonest, Leodest as y Raa
Cur aigh vie as maynrys da –
Slaynt as shee as eash dy vea.
Ho ro y ree y ro, Ho ro y ree y ro.

Wind of the air, my love’s on the sea,
Ho ro y ree y ro, Ho ro y ree y ro.
Make the weather calm and fair,
Ho ro y ree y ro, Ho ro y ree y ro.
Shonest, Leodest and the Raa
Grant good luck and fortune to him –
Health and wealth and length of life,
Ho ro y ree y ro, Ho ro y ree y ro.

Mona Douglas was told by Mrs 
Shimmin that the women of Peel 
would sing this as their men 
sailed out to the fishing. Mona 
first heard the song late one 
night as, overtaken by a heavy 
rainstorm while she was cycling 
home from Peel to Ballasalla, she 
took shelter in Mrs Shimmin’s 
house. When the rain cleared, 
she set off on her bicycle, singing 
the song at the top of her voice 
to remember it, so that she could 
write it down as soon as she 
arrived home.
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Feel free to create and perform your 
own arrangement of this song e.g. 

•	 repeat the verse two times
•	 perform with or without 
accompaniment
•	 sing	the	final	“ho	ro”s	as	a	round.

The	English	translation	is:	
Wind of the air, my love’s on the sea, 
Ho ro y ree y ro...Make the weather 
calm and fair... Shonest, Leodest and 
the Raa, Grant good luck and fortune to 
him - Health and wealth and length of 
life, Ho ro etc.

From Ree ny Marrey
Arranged	by	Fenella	Bazin
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Pronuncation,	demo	&	piano	accompaniment:	
https://soundcloud.com/culture-vannin/sets/ree-ny-marrey
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To be performed twice.
Feel free to perform with or without piano accompaniment.
Option to add a round at the end.

Listen to Bree youth group perform the song: https://tinyurl.com/yckusymv

MFA 2024 
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Song of the Fishermen

Lively

Music by Marilyn Cannell

 Lyrics by Heather Ruffino

Arranged by Frank Woolley

From the Musical
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Mona Douglas from 
Margaret Quayle, 
Glen Auldyn, 1925; also
Joe Woods from Mary 
Ledley, Dalby, 1925.

This song has a 
wonderful rhythm, 
which suggests 
the slap of the 
waves against the 
hull of the boat. 
The repetition 
of the note on 
‘Choud as ta’n 
tidey’ is very like 
the opening of the 
fiddle version of 
‘Bollan Bane’.
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Pronuncation, demo & piano accompaniment: https://soundcloud.com/culture-vannin/sets/ree-ny-marrey

MFA 2024 KS2 
Gaelic choir class  

Feel free to create 
and perform your own 
arrangement of this song 
e.g. 
•	 repeat the verse 

several times
•	 perform with or without 

accompaniment
•	 sing the melody as a 

round
•	 add an ostinato 

harmony
•	 add rowing 

movements!
etc.
Shiauill (or Shiaull) 
Ersooyl means Sail Away. 

From Ree ny Marrey
Arranged by Fenella Bazin
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Roll Away

Words and music by Davy Knowles

Arranged for choir and piano 

by Katie Lawrence

Con Anima

q=150
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